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Calendar of Events�
August: “She”�
Sept. 17: McMinnville�
Sept. 17-18: M. H. Air Show�
Sept. 23-24: The Gathering�
November: “Heavy Haulers”�



A ug us t 2 0 0 5  m eet ing  m in u tes�

·� T he m eetin g  o f fic ia lly  s tar ted a t 1 8 0 7 , B rian  G eig er  presid in g.�
·� T here w ere 2 7  m em bers presen t for  th is last m eetin g o f  th e  su m m er  seas o n.�
·� T he W arha wk  M u seu m  B 2 5  fly  in  w as  a  su c cess. T h e m u seu m  h as  k it s to b e�

bu ild  for  an y on e w�h o  is inter ested . S o m e dio ra m as are  in  great n eed o f�
re st ora tio n .�

·� Sep tem ber  w ill  be  a  b u sy  m on th  w it h th e M ou �n �ta in H om e A ir sh o w,  th e�
M cM in nv ille  con test, an d the n ext w eek en d Sh o w C o n at Lay to n.�

M o d el o f th e m o nth �

1 .� To m  Vo g t�– � A M T�1/2 5  4 0 ’s Fo rd  Ear ly m od ified  an d  w ith  electr ical w ires fo r�
fu el lin es.�

2 .� To m  Vo g t�– � M o n o gram  1 /2 4  P orch e 9 1 1 , b o x sto ck .�
3 .� Herb A rn o ld �– � 1 /1 4 4  S u kh o i S U�-� 1 5  scratchb u ild .�
4 .� Herb A rn o ld  M ig  1 9 scratch bu ild .�
5 .� Herb A rn o ld  SU �-�9  scratch bu ild .�
6 .� R ay S weet�– � 1 /7 2  P han to �m  F4 D,  H as eg aw a, Vietn am  era.�
7 .� B rian G ei ger�– � 1 /35  ES CI  T�-�5 5  in  E g yp tian  sch em e.�
8 .� Ian  R o b er tso n �– � 1 /4 8  H aseg awa  F o lgo re.�
9 .� Ian  R o b er tso n �– � H as egaw a P �-�4 7  T hu n d erb o lt.�
1 0 .�Ian  R o b er tso n �– � 1 /4 8  JU  1 8 8  b y Drag o n.�

T he w in n er s fo r t he m o d el o f th e m o n th  were;�
1 �s t� p la c�e Ia n R o ber tso n with  th e F olg o re.�
2 �nd� p la ce H erb  Arno ld  an d  h is M IG  1 9 .�
3 �rd� p lace wen t to  R ay  S w eet an d the Ph an tom .�



Sh e con test�

1 .� B ill M iller�-� S m ith N eder la n d 1 /2 0 0  O cea n tu g , an  Im ai k it . D etailin g  in clu d ed �
clear  p lastic w in d o w s, a  scra tch bu ild  interio r�.  G u n ze Sa ng y o  an d  T estor  p aints�
were u s ed .�

2 .� Da n S h ep ard �-� 1 /3 5  D ra go n  S h erm a n M 4 A1 .  Th e or igin al b o x m o d el wa s�
tran sform ed  to  an  ear ly M 4  w ith  dir ect v ision  p o rts  hu ll.�

3 .� Joh n  T h ir ion �-�  cou n tess  k ar ste in  1 /8  figu re fro m   s olarwin d .�
4 .� B o b O lso n �– � 1 /4 8  M o no g ra m �  co rsair   L u lu b el.�

 T he win n ers w ere;�
1 �s t� p la ce,  J oh n  T hir io n  a nd  th e C o u nte ss.�
2 �nd� p la ce D an  S hep ard w ith  h is SH Erm an�
3 �rd� p lace wen t to  B ill M iller an d  th e S m ith N ed er lan d.�



War Hawk Air Museum�
B-25 Fly-in�

I thought you’d enjoy seeing a few more pictures from last�
month’s display at the Warhawk Museum.  Thanks again to all�
who participated.  The models really enhanced the event theme.�
I was relieved that no models were harmed, although there were�
a few close calls.  I don’t know what it is about thin radio�
antennae that just makes people want to touch them.  The�
museum staff were very appreciative and assured me that they’ll�
call on us again.�

Personally, I’ve been spending a lot of hours modeling lately.�
SHOCON is right around the corner and nothing sucks the fun�
out of a contest like a last minute deadline entry.  Plan ahead.�
I look forward to seeing a lot of Mad Dogs in Layton.�

Model on!�
Brian�



Mad Dog Modelers�
Modeler P rofile�–� Ray S weet�
By Herb Arnold�

#1 in a series of modeling biogr aphies�

Ray joined our group jus t a fe w months  a go, but I don’t think it  wi ll be news to�anyone� that  he�
already had years of experience under his belt. Ray st arted� modeling as a boy, like a lot of us . In the�1930’s�,�
though, the�best�material�a vailable for a cre at ive�youngster was the leftover woo�d from oran ge crates! F rom�
this� humble�clay� he made a Stinson Reliant, his  firs t scale ai rcraft . As  you might expect, when� he�
discovered balsa wood the world of solid modeling opened up to him like a clam. F rom that  point on�in hi s�
li fe,�Ray was  either working on a model or planning one.�

Early on, he also had an appreciation of how to financially support  his  pas ttime. A hob�by store�
owner in Minneapoli s was a will ing cus tomer for the balsa wood insulation Ray and his brother�
‘appropriated’ fro m a ne arby Reefer car, and Ray also kept him suppli ed with cel lulose dope that was�
curiously similar to�the stuff� used in quantity at t�he local flying field! You have to admi re the enterprise of�
youth…�

He completed� tr�aining as  an aviation mechanic and�joined Northwest  Airlines�to work� on D C�-�2’s�
and 3’s  up in Fairbanks . Bal sa wood�and model ing suppl ies were� hard to come by, but  he carved�with�what�
he could and kept busy working on the real things.�In those las t days before� World W ar II s t arted, Ray�
reme mbered s�eein g a s ingle P �-�35 pass through�, which represented�20%  of the air defense of Alaska� at the�
time!�

Looking for more ad venture tha�n what Northwest�Airlines�could offer, he joined the marit ime�
service. It was  on a t rip in the Pacific when he came down with mala ri a and wound up in a Philippine�
hospital. During his  recuperation�,� the drugs made him turn as yello w as a le mon, but the US O�suppli ed him�
with model ki ts, which he churned out with pleasure. A local Army sergeant was impressed enough that  he�
brought over plans , and Ray and his  fellow pat ient s soon built  a squadron of mili tary ID model s.�

Afte r recovery, Ray was  back at sea with� the merchant marine. The war ended, and he took a�
position on a ship hauling a reluctant  boatload of Itali an PO W’s back to Italy. It see ms that many had�
adjusted rather well to their incarceration in A merica, and more than a few took the risk to jump over�board�
and swim for shore rather than go back home !�Eventually�, the ship made it t o Naples and Ray enjoyed a�
memorable port  call . Besides  the food, charming loc als, and some interes ting�post�-�war�aircraft junkyards,�
he ca me� across his  first  pl as tic model.� It� was a Lindberg P �-�80, a small  kit , but made of thi s new stuff called�
‘polystyrene plast ic’�which� grabbed hi s interest and kept  it for many years.�

Returning to the s tates, Ray marri ed and settled down� to raise a fami ly�. He landed a job wi th�
S tandard Oil  w�hich moved him to P ortland, then Boise, then�took up�the groce ry business in Nampa,�
always  building models  when he could.�A late�-�in�-�life caree r change got him into the electronics  fi eld, and�
he took a job in P hoenix with Goodyear� Aerospac e�. Defense cont rac�ts�provided wo rk� on projects  as  varied�
as ICBM nosecones, ECM gear for the Navy, and S LAR for German F�-�104s. Thi s period also coincided�
with Ray’s  pa rt icipat ion in a very active modeling club in P hoenix and the production�of their newsletter�
‘Dirty P lasti c�’�.  This  quickly gre w into a well�-�respected and extremely informative publicat ion through the�
70’s  and 80’�s, due�ent irely�to Ray’s�artis tic and organizational�talents. These wer e the salad days! Ra y�
developed� a world class reference l ibrary (more on that  t�o come), acquired a stockpile of thousands(!) of�
kits , and built a fine collection of finished model s that he s till  retains� today�.�

Ret irement  ca me, Ray sold off the majori ty of the�kit�stockpile�,� and came back to Idaho. He and�
P at ty took some well�-�dese rv�ed�years� off to travel  and enjoy themselves .�Nowadays  you’ll  find him�
spending a lot of t ime up in his summer cabin during the week, but his it ch to get out the x�-�acto knife and�
bui ld models  i s just  as  strong as  e ver.�



W e all  ha ve ou r�p articu lar� ‘set �-�u p s�’� to  co n du ct th is  ho b by �, an d  R ay’s i s w orth  sp ecial m ent io n. H e’�s  go t�
b ot h an  off ice�an d � a wo rk ro o m.�T he�o ffi ce�h as a clo set co m pl et ely f illed  w ith  b oo k s, as w ell as w h at hi s�
w ife, P atty, call s th e ‘G ian t S crap bo o k P ro ject’ . Gi ant  i t is, f ill in g ov er 1 00 �ful l�-�s ized  b in d ers  of�
m et icul ou s ly cros s�-�re feren ced d raw in gs , p ictu res an d articles  gath ered  o ver a lifeti me of  m o d elin g.�Th is  i s�
si mp ly a b re ath taki ng  ac co mpl ish m en t i n it self .�W �e all s ay , “ I kn o w  I h ad � t hat  i nfo rmati on � so mew h ere… ”�
W el l, Ray  actu ally  o rg a�n ized it , f il ed  it, an d can  fin d  it!�

I w an t to  say th an k y ou  to  Ray an d  P atty  fo r  th eir g en ero si ty and  g raciou s nes s t�o �allo w � me in to �
th eir  ho m e fo r th is �arti cle�. I t w as a lo t o f  fu n t o h ear reco ll ect io ns  fro m th e ‘d aw n  of pl asti c mo d elin g’, as �
w ell as�j�u s t hear�a fas cin at in g�life sto ry o f a very in d us tr io us , inven ti ve and  talen ted  in divi d ual . T hi s ar ticle�
b arely  p as ses  on  th e hig h p o in ts, an d I ap o log ize to  R ay in  ad van ce if  I g ot  an y facts  w ro n g.  Ho p efu ll y, it�
w ill rais e y ou r i nt erest s om e, an d  yo u  can �ask  Ray t o f ill  y ou  in  on  th e detai ls I’v e l eft o u t.�

M ad  D og  M od eler  Profil e # 1 �

N am e�:  Ra y Sw eet�

S ub ject M att er�: A ircraft m os tly, b u t no  s mall am ou n t of  d allyi n g in �w ar�s hi ps ,�so me cars , an d even �a fe w�
A FV s .�

S cal e o f  ch o ice�: 1 /72  (Th e O ne Tru e Scale)  f i �gu res  pro min en tl y, bu t R ay do es n’t h esit at e t o b ran ch  o u t if�
th e su b ject in tri gu es h im.�

S tash � s�ize�: M ay be�o nl y�10 0 �or so  k its  to d ay, b u t h e d id � h is p art  to  k eep  th e�mod elin g co mp an ies i n th e�
b lack d u ri ng  earlier  d ays�… �

C urrent  P roj ect �: An  A irfix  1 /7 2 S ho �rt Stir li ng  i s o n th e b en ch…  wi ngs  lik e�an�u n derde velo p ed �frui t fl y�, an d �
a fu s el age th at mak es a b o xcar lo ok  sl eek �… �

O f sp ecial no te�:  T h e man  beh in d  ‘D irty  Plas tic’ , w h o b u ilt a� refe ren ce�l ib rary� t hat wo u ld  mak e yo ur e yes�
w ater… �



ASKO LD ;�Im peri al R us s ian Nav y Pro tect ed C rui ser. �

The  fiv e t hi n st acks  o f t he A sk ol d pres ent a  v ery  d is ti ncti v e s il hou ett e , and  has  b een a  favo rit e  a mo ng resi n sh ip  m anu fact ru rers . Three�
com pa ni es have pro du ced t his  s hip  i n 1/7 00  a nd one i n 1 /3 50.  T he su bj �ect of t his  a rt ic l e  i s the 1/ 35 0 re si n kit  b y C om b rig. �

The  na me As ko ld  (Os ko ld , Skal d) i s from  t he st ory  o f o ne o f t he kni gh ts  o f R yu rik �-� a Vi ki ng  ch ief i nv it ed by  t he N ov go rod  S lav s  to �
beco me t heir ki ng.  A sk ol d t hen left hi s mas t er and  t oo k ov er t he ci ty � o f Kie v. In 86 6 he fou g ht  t he Eas t ern Ro m an and  l a ter he was�
kill ed w he n O leg  t he ne w k i ng of Nov go ro d too k ov er Kiev .�

As ko ld  was  b ui ld  b y the Krup p Ger ma nia  Shi py ard fo r the  R us si an N av y a nd was  l au nched  i n 1 900 .�
Len gt h; 43 3 feet�
Breat h ; 4 9 fee t.�
Com pl e�m en t;  20  o ffi cers  an d 5 14  p ett y officers  a nd m en.�
Speed ; 2 3. 61 k not s, 27  mp h. �
Arm am ent ; 12  1 52 m m gu ns  wit h sp li nt er s hi eld s�
                  12  7 5m m  gu ns , 8 4 7m m  gu ns ,2 37 m m gu ns �
                   2 7m m  m ac hine  gu ns �
                   2  6 4m m  gu ns  o n c ar�ri ages  fo r la ndi n g p art ies .�
                   6 38 0m m  to rped o  t ube s�
En gi nes ; 9  b oi lers  p owe rin g 3  fo ur cy li nd ers  en gi nes con necte d t o 3�
               P rop elle rs . T he m id dl e  p ro p  was  s l igh tl y sm al ler.  T he m achi ne ry�
               W as  ext rem ely  po wer ful  (�24 ,0 00  h p) fo r a  sh ip of th is  s ize , b ut  a l so �
                E cono m ical  a t  crui si n g s pee d (1 0 kno ts ). W he n co m pari n g t o the �
                Vary ag, of the  s ame si ze  an d d is pl acem ent , w he n ca n s ee ho w�
                E cono m ical  t he p o werpl ant  was. �

         A sk ol d�–� 7 40 0 to ns of c oal for 18. 50 0 mi les �
                Vary ag�– � 8 50 0 to ns  o f coal  fo r 80 00  m i les �

The  As k ol d s u rv iv ed the su rpri se  a tt ack on Port  A rt hu r in 19 04  b y the Jap anes e. Part ic i pat ed i n s everal  a t tack s again st  t he J ap anes e�
fleet , h er�s peed  enab led  t he As ko ld  to  k eep up  wi th t he d est roy ers.  W hen th e ci ty fe ll , t he  As ko ld  was  ab le  to  b ra ke the blo ckad e a nd�
esc ape wit h a not her fas t crui ser , th e  N ovi k , A t Tu sh im a t he As ko ld  and  N ov ik  headed  a  dead  ru n b y t he R us si an cr ui sers  agai ns t the�
Ja�p anes e fl eet.  T he A sk ol d was  hi t nu m ero us  t im es  b y shel ls  as  l arge as  12  inc hes bu t ma naged  t o reac h t he po rt of Shan ghai . T he�
No vi k was the o nly  o the r s hip  t hat  was abl e  t o escap e. D urin g W W I t he A ko ld  pro tect ed co nvo ys  b et ween C o lo m bo  and  C al cut ta�
agai ns�t  t he Ger ma n raid er E m de n. W he n T u rk ey jo i ned the war t he Ak ol d was  s end  i n t he M ed it eranea n a nd parti c i pat ed in the  il l fa ted �
att ack agai nst  t he D arda nell es (Gal li po ll i).  In 19 17 < A s ko ld was  s end to  p rotec t t he conv oy s  be twe en B o do  (No r way ) and Ark ans gel d�. �
At  t he s tart  of t he R us s ian revo lu ti o n i t was  s eized by  t he B ri ti s h an d the gu ns  we re u sed  o n arm ored  t ra in  of t he W hi te  army . The  s hi p�
was  the n s e nd to E ngl and  u nti l 19 21  at  t hat ti m e i t w as retu rnes  t o R u ss ia .  T he So vi ets  d ecid ed that  t hey  d id  no t hav e� an y u s e for the�
shi p and  s ol d it  to  G erma ny for break i ng.  T he m o ney  was  u se d t o bu y lo com ot ives  in  t he US . �

Com b rig  o r Ko m bri g is  a  Ru ss i an co m pa ny tha t has  b een ext rem ely  p rol ifi c  i n re l eas in g 1 /7 00  s cal e  m od els  i n res in . A ls o , t hey hav e�
releas ed fiv e� k its  in 1 /3 50  s cale .  A ll  are  extrem el y well  cas t and hi g hly det ail ed.  A ls o for res i n k it  t hey  are  affo rd ab le .  T he price  is �
com pa rabl e  to  a  s tyrene  ki t wi t h ad ded  after mark ed PE.  A ll resi n k it s are  p ackaged  w it h t heir o w n d edi cated  PE s et. �
The  as sem bl y i n�st ruct io ns  are  v ery co mp rehe nsi ve and are  s o me of t he b es t amo ng  res in ki t m anu factu rers. �
The  hu ll  i s mo ld ed in  t wo pi eces , d ivi ded  at  t he water li ne, a  n ice fea ture  for t ho se  wh o l ik e t o di sp lay  t he kit  as  a  water�l�i ne mo del . No �
larg e am ou nt  o f res in to �rem o ve.  T he t wo part s have a  s ma ll resi n li p tha t need  to  b e rem ov ed. M os t of the parts  a re  ho ll o w, thi s  cas ti ng�
tech niq u e great ly  red uce sh ri nk age.  A ll  t he s u pers truct ures  are  mo ld ed sep aratel y , t hi s greatl y s imp l ify  t he p ai nti n g o f t he d eck.  T he�
fine ly en�g raved  1 52 m m  gu ns  h ave the ir ow n s pl i nte rs  shi eld s fro m  t he PE s et.  T he po rt ho les  are  deep  eno u gh and no  d ril li n g is �
neces sary .�
Yo u can cho os e t hree di ffe rent  co lo r s chem es, w hi te  unt il  1 90 4, ol iv e gree n d uri ng  t he R us so �-�Jap anes e war , a nd grey  d urin g W W 1.�
Ori gi nall y I p aint ed m y m od el wh ite , b ut  aft er s everal mo n t hs on t he d ock yard  s hel ve I d ecid ed  t hat ol iv e gre en w ou ld  b e a  bet ter col or�
for his  s hip . W ha t t yp e o f o liv e green , no b od y real ly  k no w, and  ev en few er s eem s to  care! A ft er sev eral tria l s  wit h d iff�erent  greens  I�
choo se  J apanes e Arm y Green (M od el M ast er) fo r th e h ull  a nd t he s up erst ruct ures , Mo del  M as ter W oo d for t he wo o d deck , M od el�
Ma st er Ac ry l Bu r nt S i en na fo r t he l i nol eu m deck , a nd Ta my a R ed for t he ant i�- �fo ul i ng pai nt . Of cou rs e C A glu e was  u se d�th ro u gh ou t. �
Stretc hed s ru e fo r ri ggi n gs , t a tt ere d b am bo o sk ewers  fo r t he m as ts . I ma de my  o wn bas e, the  s up po rt s are  b rass  ro ds  p ol is hed and�
cov ered wit h Fu t ure .  T he p ort hol es  we re dark ened  u si ng a  0 1 Saku ra  pe n w it h b lack  i nk . The to rped o nets  are  no t pre�s ent bu t t he�
she lves  were l eft  i n pl ace. Mo s t o f t he s hi ps  had  t hei r n ets  rem ov ed beca us e o f the  da nge r of havi ng  he m dep lo y i ng accid ent all y i n�
bat tl e  and  fou l i ng the  pro pel lers . Ov erall th is  i s an e xcell ent  res in  ki t, far s up erio r t o w hat  is  avai lab le  i n�s t yrene , a l s o ex trem ely �
accurat e  and  co me wi t h i ts  d edi cate  PE s et. �
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